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Why a Regional Council?

 Ocean waters from Virginia
’rhr'oulcazyh New York provide a
wealth of economic & ecological
services.

The Mid-Atlantic faces some of
the US's most intense population
pressures resulting in high energy
demands, water quality
degradation, habitat loss and
climate change impacts.

We need state’'s voices to be
heard as national ocean policy is
being developed.




State CZM Programs Partner to
Form MARCO

 In Fall of 2008 Mid-
Atlantic CZM Programs
began weekly conference
calls to draft a Governor's
Agreement.

On June 4, 2009 the five
Governor's announced the
signing of the agreement at
a Summit held in New York
City.




Guiding Principles of the Agreement

The states desire to protect F
and conserve our ocean |
resources for current and
future generations.

An ecosystem-based
management approach will be
taken.

The states desire to £
promote a regional agenda at a NG
the national level. iy el




Guiding Principles Cont'd.

* The priorities and
shared actions will evolve
over time.

Each state has an equal
stake in a successful
outcome.

Partnership with federal
and external
stakeholders is critical
to success.




Initial MARCO Priorities
&
Next Steps Identified

at the June 4th Summit




Mid-Atlantic Ocean - Habitats

1)

2)

3)

Protect the 10 major
offshore canyons from
harmful or damaging
activities.

Identify other key Mid-
Atlantic habitats (such as
migration corridors) at risk
from damaging activities
and seek appropriate
protection measures.

Create a regional internet
mapping system to identify
areas unsuitable for certain
activities due to the



Mld-AtIantlc Ocean Climate Change

1) Identify key
infrastructure vulnerable
to sea level rise and flood
hazards at a coarse scale.

2) Acquire data to assess
regional vulnerability to
climate change and sea
level rise impacts to
infrastructure and coastal
habitats.

3) Create a regional/ national



Mid-Atlantic Ocean - Renewable Energy
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1)

2)

3)

Develop and finalize
shared research and
monitoring protocols for
assessing impacts of
energy development in
terms of construction and
operation on ocean and
coastal resources.

Define regulatory steps,
time frames, and potential
barriers to development of
offshore renewable energy
resources.

Complete an offshore use
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id-Atlantic Ocean - Water Quality

1)

2)

3)

Promote greater federal
investments for infrastructure
upgrades fo region's
wastewater tfreatment
infrastructure.

Reduce amount of human-
derived debris and floatables
entering waterways and the
ocean.

Improve delivery and expand
data collected on water quality
to better predict impairments
and assess effectiveness of w




Stakeholder Workshop

+ Early December 2009 in NYC

» About 300 attendees expected

* Each state CZM Program contributing funds

* Feds being asked for travel funds for attendees




Check "midatlanticocean.org” for Updates!
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Governor's Welcome
What is the Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean?

The ocean waters of the Mid-Atlantic, stretching frorm Mew York to Virginia,
provide a wealth of economic and environmental services to local
comrmunities, States, and the nation, At the same time, the people of the
Mid-Atlantic region are a significant force that influences our ocean and
coastal environment. We change the coastline and watershed through our
buildings and development, we harvest the ocean's resources through
increasingly efiicient means, and we rely on offshore waters to support
diverse activities such as maritime cammerce and recreation. As the
intensity of these human influences has increased, they have at times led to
significant threats to the health of our ecosysterns. Mow our ocean and
coastal resources face a new generation of challenges, and these challenges

\1 i ; o are only growing in their urgency.

T
| Tao successfully address these challenges, and ta ensure that future
Y ; 2 e re s they generations can enjoy healthy and productive ocean ecosystems, the

Governors of New York, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and Yirginia have

committed to a new comprehensive, regional approach, creating the Mid-

Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean. Our five states will wark to maintain

and improve the health of our ocean and coastal resources, and ensure that

they cantinue to cantribute to the high quality of life and econamic vitality of

our region's communities well into the future.
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