
Review of Existing Elizabeth River Steering Committee 

Current Membership: 

Clay Bernick, VB  
Deva K. Borah, BHEM 
William Bullard, Navy 
Russell Carlock, NRHA 
Susan Conner, USACE 
David Cotnoir, Navy  
Dan Dauer, ODU 
Kevin DuBois, NO 
Roger Everton, DEQ  
Tara Fisher, CH 
Joan Fowler, CH 
Noah Hill, DCR 
Paul Holt, JC 
William Johnston, VB 
Marjorie Mayfield-Jackson, ERP 
Seamus McCarthy, NO 
Steve McLaughlin, VB 
 

William J. Meyer, CH 
Jamie Mitchell, HRSD 
Richard Nettleton, VB 
David L. O’Brien, VIMS 
Stacey Porter, PO 
Robert Pretlow, USACE 
Walter Priest, NOAA 
Diane Quick, PO 
Josef Rieger, ERP 
Justin Shafer, NO 
Jill Sunderland, NO 
Brian Swets, CH 
Tony Watkinson, VMRC 
June Whitehurst, NO 
Justine Woodward, VMRC 
Mark Woodward, CH 
James Wright, PO 
 

Committee Background: 

In 1998, the Corps of Engineers entered into a cost-sharing agreement with DEQ and the cities of 
Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth and Virginia Beach. The final Elizabeth River Restoration 
Feasibility Study was published in 2001 and identified seven wetland restoration sites and one 
sediment cleanup site.  

 
The Elizabeth River Steering Committee was established to provide local and state guidance to the 
Elizabeth River Restoration Study conducted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (COE). The 
Committee was later expanded to function as the stakeholder and technical advisory committee for 
Total Maximum Daily Load water quality studies for the River. Steering Committee membership 
includes locality representatives from planning, public works, public utilities, economic 
development, and parks and recreation, and representatives from COE, The Elizabeth River Project, 
academia, HRSD, HRPDC and several state and federal agencies. The Steering Committee meets the 
first Friday of every month to discuss ongoing restoration projects and other water quality projects 
or issues within the Elizabeth River Watershed. 

 
 

Wetlands Project Locality Status Funding Source 
Scuffletown Creek Chesapeake Complete (2010) ARRA 
ODU Drainage Canal Norfolk Complete (2012) ARRA 
Grandy Village Norfolk Partial Mitigation 
Jordan Bridge Portsmouth Terminated  
Woodstock Park Virginia Beach Under design City/Federal 
Carolanne Farms Virginia Beach Seeking design funding City/Federal 
Lancelot Drive Virginia Beach Seeking design funding City/Federal 



Original Focus of Meetings: 

 Discuss projects activities and cost issues associated with design and construction. 
 Share information on public involvement activities. 
 Discuss Preconstruction Engineering and Design (PED) agreement issues.  
 Discuss the status of sponsor funding for the PED phase. 

 

Meeting Topics for the last 3 years:  

 Status of restoration projects. 

 Updates on Elizabeth River TMDLs for bacteria and PCBs.  

 Living Shoreline General Permit. 

 Chesapeake Bay TMDL and Implementation Updates. 

 Special water quality studies in the Elizabeth/Lafayette. 

 Review of reconnaissance study that identified restoration projects for the Feasibility Study. 

 Discussion of new effort to identify and prioritize additional restoration sites in the Elizabeth 
River watershed.  
 

Meeting Schedule for last 2 years: 

Quarterly on the first Friday, with occasional cancellations. Meeting schedules for the year are posted in 

December of the previous year.  


