
Groundwater Permits meeting with DEQ director, David Paylor – November 5, 2014

Permit Targets:
DEQ said proposed targets were presented as a “discussion point”.
DEQ expects responses from each permit holder describing what each one can do and what it
costs.
Expect a dialogue, not to dictate terms.

Timeline:
Short timeline for follow on meetings was set because DEQ heard permittees thought DEQ was
not serious about reducing permits.
DEQ wants to have draft permits in 9 months (June July).
Want actions implemented to slow water level declines in 5 8 years because continuing current
withdrawals will cause real damage to the aquifer in 10 years.

Process:
Not responsible to take a 5 year hiatus for planning and investigating alternatives.
DEQ will write contingencies into permits so permittees can switch alternatives if new options
develop.
Expect move forward with individual meetings with permittees and concurrently meet
collectively with the 14 largest users.

Fairness:
Recognize that stranded assets are a serious problem with no solution
Recognize that small withdrawals that don’t require permits may continue to grow in number
and there’s no mechanism to control them.
Regulation is based on first come, first serve with priorities for types of users but it is hard to
“operationalize” that framework
New permits will be issued if they can pass the technical review process.

Alternatives:
DEQ suggests 1) other aquifers, 2) existing surface water sources, 3) reuse treated wastewater
and maybe 4) aquifer recharge, 5) desalination
Need long term solution for economic development.
DEQ will support ideas but not the lead for advocating solutions. General Assembly has not
given DEQ clear direction or funding to be lead.
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2015 MEETING SCHEDULE
Directors of Utilities Committee

Date/Time Location Meeting Description
January 7, 2015
1:30 p.m.

James Room, City Center, Fountain Plaza II
700 Town Center Dr., 1st Floor
Newport News, VA 23606

Directors of Utilities Committee

February 4, 2015
1:30 p.m.

HRPDC Regional Boardroom
723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Directors of Utilities Committee

March 4, 2015
1:30 p.m.

James Room, City Center, Fountain Plaza II
700 Town Center Dr., 1st Floor
Newport News, VA 23606

Directors of Utilities Committee

April 1, 2015
1:30 p.m.

HRPDC Regional Boardroom
723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Directors of Utilities Committee

May 6, 2015
1:30 p.m.

James Room, City Center, Fountain Plaza II
700 Town Center Dr., 1st Floor
Newport News, VA 23606

Directors of Utilities Committee

June 3, 2015
12:30 pm Lunch
1:00 pmMeeting

HRPDC Regional Boardroom
723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Joint Meeting:
Directors of Utilities Committee
and Health Directors

July 8, 2015
1:30 p.m.

James Room, City Center, Fountain Plaza II
700 Town Center Dr., 1st Floor
Newport News, VA 23606

Directors of Utilities Committee

August 5, 2015
1:30 p.m.

HRPDC Regional Boardroom
723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Directors of Utilities Committee

September 2, 2015
1:30 p.m.

James Room, City Center, Fountain Plaza II
700 Town Center Dr., 1st Floor
Newport News, VA 23606

Directors of Utilities Committee
Draft FY16 Budget

October 7, 2015
1:30 p.m.

HRPDC Regional Boardroom
723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Directors of Utilities Committee
Final FY16 Budget

November 4, 2015
1:30 p.m.

James Room, City Center, Fountain Plaza II
700 Town Center Dr., 1st Floor
Newport News, VA 23606

H2O Board of Directors (Annual)

Directors of Utilities Committee

December 2, 2015
12:30 pm Lunch
1:00 pmMeeting

HRPDC Regional Boardroom
723 Woodlake Drive,
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Joint Meeting:
Directors of Utilities Committee
and Health Directors

Note: The July 2015 meeting was scheduled for the second week of the month due to the availability of
the James Room.


