
Economic Benefits of the  
Chesapeake Clean Water Blueprint 



Title Text for Slide 

“This rigorously researched report by the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation confirms 
what has long been known: that the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries are 
indeed one of the most valuable, if not 
invaluable, estuary systems on Earth.” 

Dr. Gerald J. Kauffman, report peer reviewer and Director, 
University of Delaware Water Resources Agency 

“The region’s environmental and 
economic health will improve when we 
fully implement the Blueprint. The cleanup 
plan was designed with the understanding 
that all people and communities in the 
watershed can contribute to making the 
Bay cleaner, and that everyone will benefit 
when pollution is reduced. Our analysis 
confirms this.” 

Dr. Spencer Phillips, lead author 



Approach 
Worked with CBP staff to 
acquire fine-scale land 
use information for entire 
watershed both pre- 
(2010) and post-Blueprint 
(2025).  
 
Focused on 8 “ecosystem 
services” that are most 
likely to be improved by 
Blueprint implementation. 
 



How does the Blueprint lead to increase value? 

Water Supply 

Water regulation 

Waste Treatment 

Climate Stability 

Food Production 

Air Pollution 

Recreation 

Aesthetics 

The Economic Report 

Reduced treatment facility costs, 
(less to filter) 

Soil health (drought resistance), herd 
health, improved fisheries 

Moderate urban temperatures, 
reduced energy costs  

Reduction in Asthma cases, public health  

Increased property values, tourism 

Eco-tourism, fishing licenses 

Reduced Flooding Damage 

Examples: 
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"For every dollar spent on Everglades 
restoration, we are getting four dollars 
back in the form of higher home values, 
increased tourism and stronger fishing, 
boating and tourism industries," said Kirk 
Fordham, CEO, Everglades Foundation.  
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Initial estimates for the cleanup say the price 
tag could be as much as $27 billion by 2020. 
That's a lot less than the estimated long-
term value of the ecosystems in and 
around the sound, said study author David 
Batker, an economist… 
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http://cbf.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341bfb5353ef017ee6f34e99970d-popup
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Good News: The Blueprint’s Economic benefits 

Scenario: 
Current:     $108 Billion 
Post-Blueprint:    $130 Billion 
Business as usual:   $102 Billion 

The Economic Report 

Value: 

*The Blueprint has a $4:1 return 



Benefits to Virginia 
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Annual increase in benefits 

[CATEGORY 
NAME] 

[VALUE] 
billion 

20% increase 

[CATEGORY 
NAME] 

[VALUE]billio
n 

29% increase [CATEGORY 
NAME] 

[VALUE]billio
n 

19% increase 
 

[CATEGORY 
NAME] 
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n 

20% increase 

(In billions, above 2009 baseline value) 



cbf.org/economicbenefits 
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