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From the shores of the beaches and waterways to historic treasures, Hampton Roads offers 

numerous attractions that draw visitors to the region. Beyond the historically significant des-

tinations and geographic/natural attractions, Hampton Roads hosts numerous world-

renowned theme parks, sporting events, festivals and cultural events, as well as performing 

arts, concerts, and conventions that support the region’s tourism industry.   

Tourism expenditures are a very important part of the region’s economic fabric as tourism, 

combined with the defense industry and the ports, account for the lion’s share of the new 

money that is brought into Hampton Roads. The outside dollars generated by the tourism 

industry are essentially an “export” of the region’s amenities, sustaining the regional econo-

my through indirect and induced investments. 

Leisure and hospitality employment has slightly increased its share of regional employment 

over the years, indicating that it has been outpacing the regional economy. It is difficult to 

determine the exact share of employment in leisure and hospitality that derives from tour-

ism, but the density of employment in those industries are higher in Hampton Roads than in 

many of the region’s reference metropolitan areas. 

According to the Virginia Tourism Corporation, the region’s tourism industry has yet to re-

turn to its 2007 peak in terms of inflation-adjusted hotel spending and local tax collections. 

This is due to both the weakness of the economic recovery across the nation, and continued 

efforts across all tourism destinations to attract visitors. In addition to the weak economy, 

shrinking federal budgets have reduced business travel throughout the region, reducing the 

number of hotel stays.  

A stronger national economy should help to increase tourism expenditures regionally, but 

growth will be modest to some degree, as the region’s tourism industry is mature in nature. 

The Tourism Industry in Hampton Roads 
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Figure 5.1 Employment in the Hampton Roads  
Leisure and Hospitality Industry 

Figure 5.2 Employment Share of the  
Leisure and Hospitality Industry 

Why is it important? 
The intensity of employment in 
the leisure and hospitality indus-

try indicates where Hampton 

Roads places among other compa-

rable metropolitan areas with re-
lation to dependence on tourism. 

 

How are we doing? 
While Las Vegas and Orlando 

have exceptionally high levels of 

leisure and hospitality employ-

ment density, Hampton Roads 
derives a greater share of its em-

ployment from that industry than 

all but a few of its competitor cit-
ies. 

Why is it important? 
The economic impact of the lei-
sure and hospitality industry may 

be measured through the number 

employed in the industry region-

ally.  
 

How are we doing? 
While it declined slightly with the 
recession, employment in the 

Hampton Roads Leisure and Hos-

pitality Industry has grown over 

the past 23 years, and has in-
creased from 9.8 percent of re-

gional civilian employment to 11.5 

percent of employment, indicating 
that it has increased not only in 

absolute terms, but also in relative 

terms for the economy. Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, HRPDC 

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, HRPDC 
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Figure 5.3 Hampton Roads Seasonally and Inflation-Adjusted 
Taxable Hotel Sales 

Figure 5.4 Tourism Expenditures in Hampton Roads 

Why is it important? 
Taxable hotel sales provide a 
measure of the number of visitors 

staying in Hampton Roads, as a 

significant percentage of the re-

gion’s tourists stay in resorts.  
 

How are we doing? 
Taxable hotel revenues  had been 
in a decline since 2007 when ad-

justed for inflation, indicating the 

weakness that the tourism market 

has undergone since the great re-
cession.  The initial decline was a 

result of the economic weakness, 

and the second due to budget cuts 
to the Department of Defense. 

Hotel Sales remain 10.5% below 

their pre-recession peak. Source: Old Dominion University Forecasting Project, HRPDC 

Why is it important? 
The Virginia Tourism Corporation 
produces estimates of the eco-

nomic impact of tourism in Vir-

ginia. As part of this estimate, it 

attempts to measure the expendi-
tures of tourists in each locality. 

This indicates the outside dollars 

that tourists bring into the region-
al economy. 

 

How are we doing? 
Tourism spending rose to $4.37B 
in 2013, or 4.8% of the regional 

GDP. This would indicate that 

tourism is a significant driver of 
the regional economy.  

Source: Virginia Tourism Corporation, HRPDC 
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Figure 5.5 Local Tax Revenues from Tourism in Hampton Roads 

Figure 5.6 Room Supply Growth in Hampton Roads and U.S. 

Why is it important? 
Room supply growth measures 
the growth of tourism capacity in 

the region. It also measures devel-

opers’ expectations of future tour-

ism conditions since investing in 
hotel rooms signals confidence in 

the future of the market. 

 
How are we doing? 
Supply continued to grow both 

regionally and nationally during 

the beginning of the economic 
crisis. While growth only slowed 

down nationally, the regional 

room supply shrunk since 2010, 
though several projects have been 

announced which should begin to 

grow regional supply. 

Why is it important? 
Another important measure of the 
economic impact of tourism looks 

at the extent to which tourism 

supports local government ser-

vices. Often, tax revenues from 
tourism support both broader ser-

vices of the government, as well as 

special projects that are related to 
the tourism industry. 

 

How are we doing? 
Local tax collections from tourism 
increased to $152 million accord-

ing to estimates by the Virginia 

Tourism Corporation. However, 
this represents a significant de-

cline from 2006 levels, which  

were $164M when measured in 

2014 dollars. 
Source: Virginia Tourism Corporation, HRPDC 

Source: Smith Travel Data, HRPDC 
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Figure 5.7 Total Hotel Revenues in Hampton Roads 

Figure 5.8 Room Revenue Growth in 
Hampton Roads, Virginia, and the U.S. 

Why is it important? 
Measuring annual hotel perfor-
mance allows for another perspec-

tive on the performance of the 

hotel industry. Healthy hotels 

have the ability to reinvest in 
amenities and upgrades maintain-

ing Hampton Roads’ stature as a 

tourism destination. 
 

How are we doing? 
Hotel revenues have declined 

since 2007 in both real and nomi-
nal terms. 2007 was unique in the 

region because the recession be-

gan at the end of the year and it 
was the 400th anniversary of 

Jamestown, which likely created a 

surge of tourism in that year. Source: Smith Travel Data, HRPDC 

Why is it important? 
The growth in room revenue indi-
cates revenue growth from room 

rentals and related sales. While 

Hotels generate revenues from 

other services, this measures the 
growth of tourism in the region 

 

How are we doing? 
While Hampton Roads and Vir-

ginia did not experience the one 

year shock that the nation saw in 

2009, the recovery in room reve-
nue has also proved far more tep-

id. This likely results from de-

creased travel by the military to 
this region, as the Department of 

Defense has cut travel in response 

to budget pressure. Source: Smith Travel Data, HRPDC 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



