
Hampton Roads Regional Trails Update 
Joint Environmental Committee 
November 3, 2011 



Hampton Roads Trail Activity in 2011 

• John Smith NHT 
• Star-Spangled Banner NHT 
• Southeast Coast Saltwater Paddling Trail 
• James River Heritage Trail 
• South Hampton Roads Trail 
• Dismal Swamp Canal Connector Trail 

 
 



Captain John Smith  
National Historic Trail: Update 
• Final comp. management 

plan and environmental 
assessment – Feb. 2011 

• James River segment 
focus groups met twice 
in 2011 
• Input for draft concept 

plan 
• Comments on draft 

concept plan 
• NPS is preparing final 

plan for James River 
segment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
James River is first segment



Star Spangled Banner  
National Historic Trail: Update 
• NPS asked for 

comments on 3 trail 
alternatives last spring 
• Only Alternative 3 

included sites in Virginia 
• Most public comments 

support Alternative 3 
• No decision yet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Commemorates Chesapeake Campaign in War of 1812
Still under development – no trail segments have been defined
Maryland has a Star-Spangled Banner Scenic Byway
Overlaps with John Smith Trail
Public workshops in Virginia - 2011



Southeast Coast Saltwater Paddling 
Trail: Update 
• Virginia section draft 

is complete 
• Applied for two 

grants to develop 
web site and maps 
• Not funded 

• States need to 
discuss how to move 
forward 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Water trail along Atlantic Coast from Florida to the Chesapeake Bay
Began with Florida Circumnavigational Saltwater Paddling Trail
Phase one: identify, document, and map corridor features/facilities in each state
Key involvement:
NPS, DCR, Virginia Beach, Chesapeake, Norfolk, Portsmouth, HRPDC, Lynnhaven River NOW, Wild River Outfitters, USFWS, many more…




• Highlights unique history of James River via off-road multi-use 
pathways, water trails, on-road bicycle routes, and driving 
tours  

• Draft Conceptual Plan is complete 
• Comments to DCR by December 1, 2011 
• http://dcr.state.va.us/recreational_planning/trailjrhdraft.shtml 

James River Heritage Trail: Update 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Under development - DCR

Mix of land and water trails – paddlers, hikers, bikes, equestrian,

Lower James, tying into John Smith Trail

Goal of 2013

http://dcr.state.va.us/recreational_planning/trailjrhdraft.shtml


James River Heritage Trail: Update 



South Hampton Roads Trail 
• Segments in various stages of development 
• City Council resolutions 
• Environmental studies underway in Chesapeake, Portsmouth 
• Property ownership issues with railroad right of ways 

• Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Suffolk 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Local bike enthusiast 

Many elements in place or complete:  local plans, council/BOS resolutions, some $$$ (need more!)

Build on planned facilities wherever possible

Identified in the Virginia Outdoor Plan (DCR)

Using railroad ROWs – ties to Bluegrass to Beaches trail

Bike – Pedestrian trail
41 miles from downtown Suffolk to Virginia Beach
Connects four of five downtowns/town centers
Mix of facility types: trail (preferred), bike lanes, shoulders, HRT ferry
Key involvement: 
Suffolk, Chesapeake, Portsmouth, Norfolk, Virginia Beach, HRTPO, VDOT, DCR
Bike, running, hiking groups, trail advocates; recent interest by health community
Ad hoc steering committee




Dismal Swamp Canal Connector Trail 

• Virginia 
• Chesapeake City Council 

approved application for 
TE funds for interstate 
connection – 10/25/11 

• Amended to include final 
0.9 mile extension to north 

• Total estimate: ~ $4 million 
• North Carolina 

• 30% design completed 
• Comments to be 

incorporated 
• Total estimate: ~ $2 million 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Potential extension of Canal Trail from VA/NC line to Dismal Swamp State Park Visitor Center in North Carolina
3.25 miles long
Still exploring land ownership/acquisition; funding sources
Albemarle Commission is coordinating


Environmental work/30% design already done in previous study

Total length 19 miles

Overlaps with East Coast Greenway




Trails Added to Inventory 
• Washington-Rochambeau NHT 
• Chesapeake Bay Gateways 
• TransAmerica Bicycle Route (US Route 76) 
• Virginia War of 1812 Heritage Trail 
• Virginia Civil War Trail – Peninsula Campaign 
• Virginia Wildlife and Birding Trail 

 



Washington-Rochambeau 
National Historic Trail 
• 1200 miles from 

Newport, RI to 
Yorktown, VA 

• Originally the W-R 
Revolutionary Route 

• Became NHT in 2009 
• Administered by NPS 

but managed by a 
non-profit group 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route traces the historic path that French 
troops, under the command of General Jean-Baptiste de Rochambeau, took in 1781 from 
Newport, Rhode Island, to White Plains, New York -- where the French forces joined with 
those under General George Washington's command -- and then together marched to besiege 
and capture the British army at Yorktown, Virginia, thereby discouraging any further major 
military efforts by the British in the U.S. for the rest of the American Revolutionary War (the 
peace treaty was signed in 1783). 



Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network 

• Partnership network of 
parks, wildlife refuges, 
historic sites, museums, 
water and land trails, 
and other places 
throughout the 
Chesapeake Bay 
watershed that connect 
people with the 
authentic Chesapeake 

• Coordinated by NPS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Authorized by Congress in 1998, CBGN is an extensive partnership network of parks, wildlife refuges, historic sites, museums, water and land trails, and other places throughout the Chesapeake Bay watershed that connect people with the authentic Chesapeake. The National Park Service coordinates the Network and helps the designated Gateways provide interpretation, education, and access to Chesapeake Bay places and stories.



TransAmerica Bicycle Trail 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Astoria, OR to Yorktown, VA established for bicentennial in 1976

Interest in extending to Virginia Beach





Virginia War of 1812 Heritage Trail 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just established in January 2011

Historical markers

General map



Virginia Civil War Trails 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Highlights 1862 Peninsula Campaign
Driving tour with interpretive markers




Virginia Wildlife and Birding Trail 



Hampton Roads Trail Inventory 
(Added  to inventory since Dec. 2010) 

• National/Interstate 
• Captain John Smith National Historic Trail 
• Star Spangled Banner National Historic Trail 
• Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trail 
• East Coast Greenway 
• Southeast Coast Saltwater Paddling Trail 
• Chesapeake Bay Gateways 
• TransAmerica Bicycle Route   

• State 
• Beaches to Bluegrass Trail 
• James River Heritage Trail 
• Virginia War of 1812 Heritage Trail 
• Virginia Civil War Trail – Peninsula Campaign 
• Virginia Wildlife and Birding Trail 

• Regional 
• Virginia Capital Trail 
• South Hampton Roads Trail 
• Dismal Swamp Canal Connector Trail 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overlap – various stages of planning

Regional map?

Comments or know of anything else that happened in world of trails
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