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AGENDA NOTE – HRPDC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
ITEM #10:  HUD SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES REGIONAL PLANNING GRANTS 

PROGRAM-- MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
 

SUBJECT:  Localities to Sign Memorandum of Understanding 
 
BACKGROUND: The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is offering competitive grant funding through its Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program [SCRPG Program].  The FY 2011 Program includes $100,000,000 for a Sustainable Communities Initiative to improve regional planning efforts that integrate housing and transportation decisions, and increase the capacity of communities to modernize land use and zoning plans. Of that total, $70,000,000 is available for the Sustainable Communities Regional lanning Grant Program, and $30,000,000 is available for the Challenge Planning Grant PProgram  Grants are limited by population size with HRPDC eligible for between $1 million and $5 million. The application process for this Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) is a two-step process: A preliminary application and a full application.  A HUD-approved pre-application is required to submit a final application for consideration.  On July 21, 2011 the HRPDC authorized the Executive Director to submit the HUD Sustainable Communities grant application to HUD and accept a grant award if offered. On September 2, 2011, HUD dvised the HRPDC of its eligibility and invited HRPDC to submit a full application.  The full aapplication is due September 28, 2011.  The NOFA outlines the application structure, program expectations, and the expected final product from the grantee. The program also details the required 'consortium' of regional partners that will need to be engaged in this endeavor. Among the partners required in the consortium are the regional planning agency, regional MPO, regional principal city, member localities to represent a minimum of half of the regional population, and a regional nonprofit organization, foundation, or educational institution that has the capacity to engage a diverse representation of the general population. Other regional partners such as ransit agencies and housing authorities are suggested and encouraged by HUD to be tinvolved in the regional consortium.  The HRPDC staff is working with the local government Directors of Planning to develop a project proposal for this grant program. This would be a regional effort consisting of the RPDC as the lead entity working with HRTPO, member localities, and regional partners to evelop a Regional Plan for Sustainable Development. Hd
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The goal of the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development would be to improve the regional integration of local plans, accounting for initiatives within different livability areas ncluding transportation, housing, environment, land use, and other applicable areas of iinterest as outlined in the NOFA.  Attached is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the HRPDC and the participants of the proposed Hampton Roads Regional Sustainability Consortium for HRPDC consideration and approval. The MOU endorses the HRPDC staff proposal concept, designates the HRPDC as the lead agent in the approved proposal, as well as pledges support as a consortium member for the approved proposal.  The MOU is essentially identical to the one approved by the HRPDC at its July 21, 2010 Commission Meeting and executed by the localities and other consortium partners during August 2010. Because of he time constraints on this process the MOU was transmitted to the potential participants ton September 7, 2011.  ohn M. Carlock, HRPDC Deputy Executive Director, will brief the Commission on the emorandum of Understanding. JM 
 
REC MO MENDED ACTION: 

  1. Authorize the Executive Director to submit the Memorandum of Understanding tohe localities and potential consortium partners for execution. . t2. Authorize the Executive Director to execute the Memorandum of Understanding Attachment - Memorandum of Understanding – Sustainable Communities Consortium 
 



 

 
 

Memorandum of Understanding 
Between 

The Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
and 

Participants of the Proposed Hampton Roads Regional Sustainability 
Consortium 

 This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), entered into this 15th day of September 2011, among and between the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (“HRPDC”) and the participants (“signatory parties”) of the proposed Hampton Roads Regional Sustainability Consortium (“HRRSC”), for the purpose of the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program, administered by the Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities (“OSHC”) of the Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”), establishes the broad responsibilities of the signatory arties in developing and implementing a Regional Development Framework or the Hamppf ton Roads region.  
WHEREAS, the Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011, provided a total of $100,000,000 to HUD for a Sustainable Communities Initiative to improve regional planning efforts that integrate housing and transportation decisions, and increase the capacity of communities to modernize land use and zoning plans; 
 
WHEREAS, the Sustainable Communities Initiative has allocated $70,000,000 to the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program (“the Program”), and $30,000,000 to the Challenge Planning Grant Program; 
 
WHEREAS, the Program places a priority on investing in partnerships that translate the Livability Principles into strategies that direct long-term development and reinvestment, demonstrate a commitment to addressing issues of regional significance, utilize data to set and monitor progress toward performance goals, and engage stakeholders and citizens in meaningful decision-making roles; 
 
WHEREAS, the Program seeks to invest in regional partnership proposals hat either develop a Regional Plan for Sustainable Development or a etailed Execution Plan or Program;  tD  
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WHEREAS, the Program seeks to invest in regional partnerships, organized as a consortium that includes the regional planning agency, the principal cities, localities representing a minimum of half the regional population, the regional Metropolitan Planning Organization, a nonprofit organization, foundation, or educational institution within the region that has the capacity to en age a diverse representation of the general population, and additional regional pa grtners and stakeholders;  
WHEREAS, the Program expects that the regional partnerships that are supported in this grant program have the capacity and expertise to carry out the submitted proposal, as well as supply a minimum of twenty percent (20%) leveraged resources (cash or in-kind) for the proposal; and 
 
WHEREAS, the HRPDC has determined that the development of a Regional Plan for ustainable Development as a proposal concept for submission to the Program will achieve he follSt owing: 

• Improvement of the integration of regional and local plans 
• Development of a multidisciplinary regional planning approach to address the various livability principles and livability program areas (e.g. Transportation, Housing, Land Use, Environment, Emergency Management, etc.)  

OW THEREFORE, the signatory parties, as listed in Exhibit 1, hereto attached and ncorporated by reference, enter into the following MOU:  Ni 
HRPDC RESPONSIBILITIES nd  t U er he terms of this MOU, HRPDC is responsible for the following:  1. Developing the proposal concept of a Regional Plan for Sustainable Development for submission to the OSHC on behalf of the HRRSC; 2 . Serving as the lead agent within the HRRSC in carrying out and administering the approved proposal within the Program guidelines; 3. Providing administrative staff support to the region in developing the Regional Plan  for Sustainable Development; 4. Managing a consultant effort, if necessary, to complete the Regional Plan for  Sustainable Development; 5 . Working with all Hampton Roads localities and appropriate public and private entities to obtain the required financial resources and leverage to support the development of the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development;  
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 6. Working with all Hampton Roads localities and appropriate public entities to ensure that the completed Regional Plan for Sustainable Development is incorporated into their local or entity comprehensive plans; 7. Working with all Hampton Roads localities and appropriate public and private entities to seek future funding to maintain the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development. 
 
 
PARTICIPANTS OF THE PROPOSED HRRSC RESPONSIBILITIES  Under the terms of this MOU, participants in the proposed HRRSC are responsible for the follo iw ng: 

 
  1. Endorsing the HRPDC proposal concept for submission to the Program; 2. Pledging cooperative agreement as a regional partner within the HRRSC in carrying out the approved proposal within Program guidelines; 

 timely input to HRPDC in respons  3. Providing e to requests for data and information; 4. Providing timely technical and policy review of the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development; 5 . Working with HRPDC staff and representatives of the region’s other localities to utilize the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development in their local or entity comprehensive plans and related activities;  6. Working with HRPDC staff and representatives of the region’s other localities to develop a system fo  l  r maintaining the Regiona  Plan for Sustainable Development. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the signatory parties have caused this Memorandum of nderstanding to be executed by their duly authorized officers via signature page ounterparts as of the date first Uc set forth above. ory Parties Exhibit 1: Signat Signature pages will be signed in counterparts.  Executive Director, Hampton Roads Planning District Commission ning Organization Executive Director, Hampton Roads Transportation Planf Hampton Roads Transportation District Commission oWilliamsburg Area Transit Authority 
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 Hampton Roads Sanitation District ter for Civic Engagement Hampton Roads Cenke City of ChesapeaCity of Franklin y Gloucester CountCity of Hampton y Isle of Wight CountJames City County  News City of NewportCity of Norfolk City of Poquoson City of Portsmouth ounty Southampton C City of SuffolkSurry County  City of Virginia Beachsburg City of WilliamYork County  
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SIGNATURE PAGE  
 N WITNESS WHEREOF, duly authorized officers of the signatory parties shown on Exhibit  execute this Memorandum of Understanding I1 s Planning District Commission  Hampton Road   y: ___________________________________________________  B itle:    _______________________________________________  T     _______ ate:   D      ttest:      ________________ A      Date:      ______________ 
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