
HRPDC Quarterly Commission Meeting – April 21, 2010 

AGENDA NOTE ­ HRPDC QUARTERLY COMMISSION MEETING 
 
ITEM #12:  FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
 
A.  FY 2010 ATLANTIC SEASONAL HURRICANE FORECAST 
 

Drs. Gray and Klotzbach at Colorado State University released their 2010 hurricane 
forecast on April 7,  2010.    Summary  information on  the  forecast  is  attached.   The 
HRPDC staff expects to have a presentation on the forecast, hurricane preparedness 
and related issues at the May 2010 HRPDC Executive Committee Meeting. 
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B.  SOUTH HAMPTON ROADS RESOURCE CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

COUNCIL 
 

Resource  Conservation  and  Development,  better  known  as  RC&D,  is  a  unique 
program.  It helps people care for and protect their natural resources in a way that 
will  improve  the  area=s  economy,  environment,  and  living  standards.    RC&D 
Councils  facilitate  getting  people  involved  to  identify  and  solve  human,  economic, 
and environmental problems in their communities.  Councils are comprised of local 
citizens and the areas covered are typically multi‐city/county in scope.  Sponsoring 
organizations  may  include  county  and  city  governments,  soil  and  water 
conservation  districts,  towns,  water  districts,  planning  district  commissions  and 
other  nonprofit  groups.    RC&D  councils  are  nonprofit  corporations  that  have 
authority  to seek help  from sources qualified  to provide  financial assistance.   This 
help  may  be  technical  or  assistance  from  government  agencies,  private  industry, 
grants  and  foundations.    RC&D  is  authorized  by  the  Agriculture  and  Food  Act  of 
1981,  Public  Law 97‐97,  16 U.S.C.  345‐3461,  as  amended by Public  Law 101‐624, 
Section  1452.    The  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  (USDA)  Natural  Resources 
Conservation Service administers the local programs.   
 
The  South Hampton Roads RC&D  is  not  yet  fully  recognized  by USDA  in  terms  of 
funding  for  support  staff,  but  the Council  has  still  been able  to  coordinate  several 
significant  projects  operating  as  a  501(c)(3).    Ms.  Julia  Hillegass,  HRPDC  Senior 
Environmental Planner represents  the HRPDC on  the Council’s Board.   This year's 
Virginia  RC&D  Association's  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held  in  Smithfield  later  this 
month and is a great opportunity to see some of the exciting projects that the South 
Hampton Roads RC&D has fostered. A copy of the Agenda and related materials are 
attached. 
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C.  2010 STEWARDSHIP VIRGINIA 
 

Governor McDonnell has announced the launching of the 2010 Stewardship Virginia 
spring  campaign.    Stewardship  Virginia  is  a  program  to  encourage  volunteers  to 
participate in a specific group of tangible projects that will contribute to conserving 
Virginia’s environment –  landscapes, water quality,  recreational opportunities and 
fisheries  and  wildlife.    Attached  is  a  letter  announcing  the  campaign,  an  event 
registration  form  and  facts  about  Stewardship  Virginia.    The  spring  program will 
run from April 1 – May 31, 2010. 
 
Several  of  the  localities  and  other  local  and  regional  organizations  have  already 
registered events.   The HRPDC Environmental Education Program Committees are 
participating in many of these. 
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D.  HRPDC STAFF RECOGNITION 
 

Ms. Jennifer Tribo, HRPDC Physical and Environmental Planner, has received a 2010 
Stoneroller Award from the Center for Watershed Protection for her participation in 
the Extreme BMP (Best Management Practices) Project and her work in stormwater 
management in Hampton Roads. Ms. Tribo received the award at the 2010 Rooftop 
to the Bay Workshop  in Staunton, VA on March 10 where she presented Hampton 
Roads'  Regional  Stormwater  Management  Program  as  a  model  for  stormwater 
program development and creating regional monitoring and tracking tools. 

 
Ms. Andrea Gayer, Special Consultant on the WebEOC Project, was recognized at the 
Virginia  Emergency  Management  Association  annual  awards  dinner  held  at  the 
Hampton Convention Center, April 1, 2010 by the Virginia Emergency Management 
Association  and  Virginia  Emergency  Management  Department.    She  was  the 
recipient  of  the 2009  ‐  2010 VEMA Group Achievement Award  for her work with 
implementing WebEOC in Hampton Roads.  The Group Achievement Award known 
as  the  “Clarence P.  "Pete" Rea,  Jr. Group Achievement Award”  is  awarded  for 
Excellence  and  Dedication  to  the  Emergency  Management  Profession  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia.    Ms.  Gayer  has  worked  tirelessly  with  Emergency 
Managers  and  Information  Technology  personnel  throughout  the  region 
implementing WebEOC and providing training to ensure this tool would be used in 
supporting  consequence  management  activities  in  each  locality’s  Emergency 
Operations Center.  Additionally, she has been instrumental in ensuring the region is 
connected as a whole and has worked with VDEM to ensure  the  localities and  the 
region is fully connected and interoperable with the Virginia Emergency Operations 
Center. 
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E. U.S. HUD SUSTAINABILITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
The  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development  (HUD)  has  announced 
intention  to  offer  competitive  grant  funding  through  its  Sustainable  Communities 
Planning Grant Program.  The  Program,  funded  at  $100 million  (and  an  additional 
$40  million  for  a  Community  Planning  Challenge  Grants  Program),  is  to  support 
multi‐jurisdictional  regional  planning  efforts  that  integrate  housing,  economic 
development,  and  transportation  decision‐making  in  a  manner  that  empowers 
jurisdictions to consider the  interdependent challenges of economic growth, social 
equity,  and  environmental  impact  simultaneously.  Grants  will  be  capped  at  a 
maximum  of  $2  million  for  entities  of  small  metropolitan  or  rural  areas  (under 
500,000 population) and $5 million  for  large metropolitan area entities (500,000+ 
population). Proposals will be solicited by HUD from the week of April 12, 2010 to 
June 5, 2010, with grants announced by August 2, 2010. 
 
The three key funding categories include: 
 

• Preparation  of  Regional  Plans  for  Sustainable  Development  that  address 
housing,  economic  development,  transportation  and  environmental  quality 
in an integrated fashion where such plans do not currently exist.  

• Preparation  of  more  detailed  execution  plans  and  programs  to  implement 
existing  regional  sustainable  development  plans  (that  address  housing, 
economic  development,  transportation  and  environmental  quality  in  an 
integrated fashion).  

• Implementation incentives for plans already in place. 
 
The staffs of the HRTPO and HRPDC are working to formulate a project proposal for 
application  to  this grant program ahead of HUD’s release of  the Notice of Funding 
Availability (NOFA).  The current concept involves a regional effort consisting of the 
HRTPO/HRPDC as the lead entity, member localities, and regional partners to draft 
a  regional  development  framework.  The  goal  of  the  regional  development 
framework would be to improve the regional integration of local plans, accounting 
for  initiatives  within  different  livability  areas  including  transportation,  housing, 
environment, land use, and other applicable areas of interest. 
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FYI:  2010 Atlantic Seasonal Hurricane Forecast 
 
 
 
Released:  April 7, 2010 
 
Dr. William Gray and Dr. Philip Klotzbach from the Colorado State University’s “Tropical 
Meteorology Projects Forecasts” have just released their forecast for the 2010 hurricane 
season and it is not good news. 
 
We continue to foresee above‐average activity for the 2010 Atlantic hurricane season.  We 
have increased our seasonal forecast from the mid‐point of our initial early December 
prediction due to a combination of anomalous warming of Atlantic tropical sea surface 
temperatures and a more confident view that the current El Niño will weaken.  We 
anticipate an above‐average probability of United States and Caribbean major hurricane 
landfall. 
 
Due to much warmer sea surface temperatures and a “dying” El Nino, activity is expected to 
be about 60% above normal with 15 names storms, 8 hurricanes and 4 major hurricanes.  
This is a major change from the relatively quiet season of 2009 which was 35% below 
normal. 
 
The summary information is shown below with complete details at 
http://hurricane.atmos.colostate.edu/forecasts/. 
 
 

ATLANTIC BASIN SEASONAL HURRICANE FORECAST FOR 2010 
Forecast Parameter and 1950‐2000  

Climatology (in parentheses)  
Issue Date  

9 December 2009  
Issue Date  
7 April 2010  

Named Storms (NS) (9.6)   11‐16   15  
Named Storm Days (NSD) (49.1)   51‐75   75  

Hurricanes (H) (5.9)   6‐8   8  
Hurricane Days (HD) (24.5)   24‐39   35  
Intense Hurricanes (IH) (2.3)   3‐5   4  

Intense Hurricane Days (IHD) (5.0)   6‐12   10  
Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) 

(96.1)  
100‐162   150  

Net Tropical Cyclone Activity (NTC) 
(100%)  

108‐172   160  

 
More information about these predicted conditions for the upcoming hurricane season will 
be in the revised forecasts on June 2 and August 4. 
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South Hampton Roads 
Resource Conservation and Development Council 
310 Shea Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23322 
757-547-7172 

 
 
Chesapeake 
Robin Freeman 
James Vachon 
 
Isle of Wight  
Al Casteen 
Rachel Chieppa, Secretary 
 
Norfolk 
Kevin Dubois 
David Rosenthal 
 
Portsmouth 
Meg Pittenger 
Marlene W.  Randall 
 
Suffolk 
Joseph H. Barlow 
Cindy Taylor, Vice-Chair 
 
Surry  
Judy Lyttle, Chair 
Rev. Daniel Baltimore 
 
Virginia Beach 
Jack Whitney 
 
Hampton Roads Planning 
District Commission 
Julia Hillegass 
 
Peanut Soil and Water  
Conservation District 
Keith Seward, Past-Chair 
Tara Outland-Williams 
 
Virginia Dare Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
Kathleen Hickman, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Date: February 12, 2010 

To: VARCDC Delegates, RC&D Council Chairs, NRCS Staff, Partners and Guests 

From: Judy Lyttle, Chair, South Hampton Roads RC&D Council 

Re: Virginia Association of RC&D Councils 2010 Spring Meeting 
 
You are cordially invited to attend the 2010 Virginia Association of RC&D Councils 
(VARCDC) Spring Meeting, April 28 – April 30, 2010, in Smithfield, VA at the 
Smithfield Conference Center.  Our theme will be “Making Things Happen in South 
Hampton Roads.”  We are looking forward to hosting this conference and making sure 
you will have an enjoyable experience during your visit with us.    
 
The meeting will be held at the Smithfield Conference Center, which is located on the 
Pagan River in the Historic District of Smithfield.  In 2004, the Town of Smithfield, 
located in Isle of Wight County, was recognized by the White House as a preserved 
community.  This designation is a federal initiative that encourages and supports 
preservation and enjoyment of America's priceless cultural and natural heritage.   In the 
19th and 20th centuries, Smithfield grew economically as a center for peanut farming 
and meat processing becoming “Ham Capital of the World.”  This prosperity is 
reflected in the many historic buildings from the period that exist with their colonial 
neighbors to make up the Smithfield Historic District which is listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places.   
 
We have worked hard at planning a great conference experience for you.  On 
Wednesday we will begin our business sessions and have training provided by outside 
consultants on nonprofit advocacy and the revised 990 form.  You can expect wine 
tasting and live music at Wednesday evening’s banquet as we recognize our award 
winners.  On Thursday we will take a tour of our RC&D projects and other points of 
interest in the Hampton Roads area.  Later that evening we will have dinner at the 
Smithfield Conference Center and hold our live auction.  The conference will conclude 
Friday morning with our business session.   
 
Enclosed you will find the preliminary meeting information including registration 
information, tentative program agenda, lodging information, bus tour stops, and request 
for auction items.  The meeting will begin at 12:30pm on Wednesday, April 28, 2010.  
The host hotel is the Hampton Inn Suites in Smithfield.  Hotel reservations must be 
made by March 27, 2010.    
 
All Councils are invited to bring a display board to showcase their projects, activities, 
and other accomplishments to show our collective impact statewide.  Please forward 
our invitation package to any of your partners and sponsors that you feel would like to 
join us.  If you have questions regarding the conference please contact our Acting 
RC&D Coordinator, Patrick Vincent at (804) 732-4375.   
   
Sincerely,  

 
Judy Lyttle,  
Chair, South Hampton Roads RC&D Council  
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Virginia Association of RC&D Councils 
2010 Annual Spring Meeting - Draft Agenda    
Smithfield Conference Center, Smithfield, Virginia 

(Wednesday, April 28, 2010 - Friday, April 30, 2010) 

   Wednesday, April 28, 2010  

 All sessions will be held in the Smithfield Center 

10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Conference Registration       

  Lunch on Your Own   
      

12:30 p.m. Welcome & Opening Remarks Judy Lyttle 
  Town of Smithfield/Isle of Wight County   

1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. VARC&DC Business Meeting Bill Smith 
   

3:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Break   
      

3:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.  Training   
  Nonprofit Advocacy                                              

Virginia Association of Nonprofit Organizations 
Deborah Barfield Williamson,          

Executive Director   
      
  Revised 990 Form                                                    

501 Advisors, Inc 
Randy Howard,                      

President 
      

6:30 p.m. Live Auction Viewing   
  Wine Tasting   
   

7 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Awards Banquet Judy Lyttle 
  Special Guest   

  Presentation of Awards Awards Committee 
 

 
 

Thursday, April 29, 2010 
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast  Hotel 

8:30 a.m.  Tour Departure  (Lunch Provided) Front of Hotel 
4:00 p.m. Return to Hampton Inn Suites   

 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Dinner & Live Auction                                        Smithfield Conference Center 

   

Friday, April 30, 2010 
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Continental  Breakfast  Hotel 

8:30 a.m. Call meeting to order Bill Smith 
8:35 - 11:00 a.m. VARC&DC Business Meeting Bill Smith 

11:00 a.m. Closing Remarks & Adjournment Bill Smith 
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Virginia Association of RC&D Councils 
2010 Annual Spring Meeting 

 
“Making Things Happen....In South Hampton Roads” 

 
April 28 – April 30, 2010              Smithfield Conference Center  

Hosted by South Hampton Roads RC&D                        Smithfield, Virginia 
 

Registration 
(Only one registration form is needed for couples) 

 Name:     

 Address:     

 City:  State: Zip:  

 Phone:  RC&D Representing:  

     

No. Description Amount 
 

 Full Registration:  
 Wednesday: Business Session, Training, and Awards Banquet    
 Thursday: Lunch, Tour, Dinner, and Live Auction   
 Friday:   Business Session  
  $150.00/ea.  
 Partial Registration:  
 Wednesday: Business Session, Training, and Awards Banquet   $50.00/ea.  
 Thursday: Lunch and Tour $75.00/ea.  
 Thursday: Dinner and Live Auction $35.00/ea.  
 Friday:   Business Session Free  

  Total Enclosed: 
 
 

 

Make Checks Payable to:  South Hampton Roads RC&D 
Send checks and registration forms to:  South Centré Corridors RC&D ▪ P.O. Box 1237, Prince George, VA 23875  

 Deadline for Registration is April 21, 2010 
 

 

   
 Food Allergies:  

 
Special Dietary 
Needs:  

   
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hotel Reservations:  A room rate of $70.00 per night plus 10% tax has been negotiated with the Hampton Inn Suites in 
Smithfield, VA.  Please make reservations by calling 1-800-426-7866 (toll free) by March 27, 2010.  When you call, ask for 
the block of rooms reserved under the Virginia Association RC&D Conference rate.  A credit card number is needed to 
reserve the room. 
 
 

For any questions regarding registration please contact South Centré Corridors RC&D Council at (804) 732-4375. 
 
 
 

 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
 

Date Received ________     Received by _______     Paid by Cash _______    Check Number _______     RC&D Display _______ 
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Our Meeting Place 
Smithfield Conference Center 

Virginia Association of Resource Conservation & Development Councils 
 

Spring Meeting 
April 28 - 30, 2010 
Smithfield, Virginia  

Hosted By South Hampton Roads RC&D Council 

Host Hotel 
Hampton Inn Suites 
Smithfield, Virginia 

Just Some of Our Tour Stops 

Wine Tasting 

We will see you there! 

Other Activities Planned 
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Virginia Association of RC&D Councils Spring Meeting 
Bus Tour Information – April 29, 2010 

 
 

• Hampton Roads Agricultural Research & Extension Center – Take a tour of the 
Hampton Roads AREC demonstration gardens in Virginia Beach.  The garden is one 
of the city’s best kept secrets. The demonstration garden area contains a filterra unit, 
rain garden, buffer zone, irrigation pond, and new sustainable landscape garden.  The 
Hampton Roads AREC facility is considered to be the only know place in the US with 
all of these water-related gardens and products in one place.   
 

• Virginia Beach Farmers Market - The Virginia Beach Farmers Market features a 
variety of agriculturally inspired shops and related businesses offering seasonal, fresh 
vegetables and fruit in addition to many other products. The market has an organic 
grocer, butcher shop, dairy store, flower & gift shop, candy and bakery shop, 
restaurant, nature gifts and specialty gift stores, and a home and garden gift store, 
offering you a unique and varied shopping experience. 
 

• Camp Young – Camp Young is located on 30 acres along the Intercoastal Waterway 
in the City of Chesapeake. Camp Young, owned and operated by Norfolk Public 
Schools, is a day camp for elementary school students attending Title I schools.   
Through assistance received from the RC&D Council, Camp Young and Norfolk 
Public Schools received a $75,000 grant to restore 1100 linear feet of eroding 
shoreline.   

 
• Community Gardens at Western Tidewater Community Services Board 

(WTCSB) – South Hampton Roads RC&D Council assisted mentally and physically 
handicapped members at the WTCSB facility in Suffolk, VA with establishing a 
community garden.  The Council received a grant to purchase the materials and 
supplies to construct 10 raised garden beds.   Members of the facility were assisted 
with construction of the beds by Council Members, NRCS Staff, Earth Team 
Volunteers, Extension Agents, and SWCD Staff.     

 
• Isle Be Green - South Hampton Roads RC&D Council partnered with Isle of Wight 

County for a pilot project called Isle Be Green to promote the recycling of plastic 
bags.  If time permits there will be a quick stop at the Isle of Wight Courthouse to hear 
more about the project and see the baler used to compact plastic bags. 
http://islebegreen.com/ 
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HEADQUARTERS • THE REGIONAL BUILDING • 723 WOODLAKE DRIVE • CHESAPEAKE, VIRGINIA 23320 • (757)420-8300 • FAX (757)523-4881 
PENINSULA OFFICE • 2101 EXECUTIVE DRIVE, SUITE C • HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23666 

BRUCE C. GOODSON, CHAIRMAN • STAN D. CLARK, VICE CHAIRMAN • JAMES O. McREYNOLDS, TREASURER 

DWIGHT L. FARMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/SECRETARY 

 
 
March 12, 2010 
 
Sent Via Email:  sustainablecommunities@hud.gov 
 
Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
451 7th Street, S.W. 
Room 10180 
Washington, DC  20410 
 
RE:  Docket No. FR‐5396‐N‐01 Sustainable Communities Planning Grant Program  

Advance Notice and Request for Comments 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
As  the  representative  regional  planning  agency  and  metropolitan  planning  organization  for  the 
Hampton  Roads  region  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  the  Hampton  Roads  Planning  District 
Commission (HRPDC) and the Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization (HRTPO) are 
jointly submitting the attached comments on the Sustainable Communities Planning Grant Program 
as solicited by the issued Advance Notice. 
 
The HRPDC and HRTPO appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback on this program and thank 
you for your consideration of our comments.   Our agencies look forward to applying to this grant 
program and working with the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Department of 
Transportation,  and  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  to  enhance  the  sustainability  and 
livability of the Hampton Roads region. 
 
If  you  need  further  assistance  or  clarification  to  our  comments,  please  contact  me  by  email  at 
dfarmer@hrpdcva.gov or by phone at (757) 420‐8300. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dwight L. Farmer 
Executive Director/Secretary 
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 
Hampton Roads Transportation Planning Organization 
 
BP/kg 
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HRPDC/HRTPO Comments Re: Advance Notice and Request for Comments  12 March 2010 
Page 1 

Staff Comments on the Advance Notice and Request for Comments 
 
Local Match Requirement 
The  Advance  Notice  states  on  page  3  that  the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  expects  at  least  20  percent  of  overall  costs  of  the  awarded  grants  would 
include leverage funding. Given the current fiscal climate for many governments, requiring 
a match of such magnitude would discourage otherwise worthy applicants, and would be 
impossible  for  many  regional  entities.  It  is  suggested  that  no  match  be  required  of 
applicants. If a match must be required of applicants, it should not exceed 10 percent. It is 
further  suggested  that  in‐kind  contributions  be  allowed  to  comprise  the  match 
requirement,  and  that  creative  local  investment  into  the  project  be  encouraged  and 
supported. 
 
Grant Application Deadline 
Per  the  Advance Notice,  the  suggested  deadline  on  page  4  is  June  5,  2010, with  awards 
announced  in  early  August  2010.  The  suggested  schedule  for  the  grant’s  application 
deadlines should be extended. Applications should due on or around July 3, 2010 and the 
announcement of awards pushed back accordingly. Extending the application deadline will 
allow for  the development of stronger, more detailed applications and, most  importantly, 
adequate time for regional entities and partnerships to go through their required decision 
making processes to support applications. 
 
Environmental Stewardship Livability Principle 
The  stated  goal  of  the  Sustainable  Communities  Initiatives  “is  to  advance  development 
patterns  that  achieve  improved  economic  prosperity,  environmental  sustainability,  and 
social  equity  in  metropolitan  regions  and  rural  communities.”  Since  the  Livability 
Principles  will  be  the  basis  for  assessing  applications  and  performance,  an  additional 
Livability  Principle  should  be  developed  that  specifically  targets  and  promotes 
environmental stewardship and sustainability.  
 
Interagency Considerations 
Since  the  goal  of  this  grant  program  is  to  develop  Regional  Plans  for  Sustainable 
Development that meet the Livability Principles, partner federal agencies should develop a 
set of  integrated and consistent requirements. The end product should be judged on how 
they  conform  to  these  integrated  requirements,  in  addition  to  how  they meet mandated 
requirements of department‐specific plans. 
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Funding Categories 
First Funding Category – Regional Visioning 
 
For the first funding category, Regional Plans for Sustainable Development, we suggest that 
eligible  activities  include  regional  comprehensive  plans  or  visions  that  merge  plans  for 
housing,  transportation,  environment,  and  economic  development.  These  regional  plans 
should  include  vision  statements,  analyses  of  existing  conditions,  future  scenarios,  goals 
and priorities  for  each  sector  (transportation,  environment,  housing,  etc.),  strategies  and 
measures  to  achieve  those  goals,  and/or  frameworks  for  implementation.  Funding  plans 
should not be required at this stage. Public  involvement should be required and assessed 
through the quality of response and available participation options; a minimum number of 
meetings  should  not  be  required,  but  applicants  should  be  judged  based  on  a  required 
public involvement strategy and plan. Performance measures should be based on economic 
vitality, environmental protection, transportation, affordability, and hazard mitigation. 
 
Second Funding Category – Regional Implementation Plans 
 
Eligible execution plans that are envisioned in the second funding category should include 
short‐term regional  improvement plans and programs that  implement the regional vision 
described  in  the  Regional  Plan  for  Sustainable  Development.  Criteria  for  evaluating 
previously adopted plans should  include: whether or not  the plan mentions  the  livability 
principles, how those principles are defined by the region, how they are currently applied, 
and how they are intended to be applied in the future. Such a regional improvement plan 
should provide reasonable goals, strategies, timeframes, and measures of performance. The 
amount of available local and contributed resources should be used as a low‐weight scoring 
factor for this grant program to distinguish between otherwise similar applications. 
 
Third Funding Category – Regional Catalytic Implementation Projects 
 
Implementation projects,  if allowed, should not be prioritized ahead of planning projects, 
given  the  difficulty  in  pre‐certifying  plans  and  previous  efforts  as  meeting  the  stated 
Livability Principles and the limit on funds. Projects should be judged on meeting regional 
goals, sustainability, livability, cost‐effectiveness, and economic stimulus capacity. Projects 
should be allowed a 3‐5 year implementation window. Local match should be encouraged 
and considered.  
 
Suggested Applicants 
Regional planning organizations are uniquely suited  to participating  in and  leading  these 
regional  planning  efforts,  both  for  their  technical  capacity  and  for  their  past  experience. 
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Where those entities exist they should be required as partners and should be preferred as 
the lead agency. Where these organizations do not exist, a consortium of local governments 
should be encouraged;  in these situations one  locality would act as the  lead agency. Non‐
governmental  organizations  and  other  stakeholders  should  be  encouraged  as well  to  be 
stakeholders  in  regional  efforts.  Organizations  should  demonstrate  commitment  by 
adopting  a  resolution  supporting  the  regional  planning  effort  being  proposed  for 
application. 
 
Application Evaluation 
Applicants should be judged based on public involvement strategies, regional participation, 
a  demonstrated  pattern  of  cooperation,  and  technical  capacity  to  complete  the  project. 
Furthermore,  applications  should  require  an  inventory  of  previous  regional  planning 
efforts to demonstrate this experience and capacity. 
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