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Education in Hampton Roads

The quality of the education provided in Hampton Roads will determine the economic future
success of this region; improved educational outcomes enable a higher quality of life for the
residents of Hampton Roads.

High school education is important to individual residents, as workers with high school
equivalence have lower unemployment rates and higher wages than those who do not have
that level of education. Furthermore, concentrated pockets of low education achievement
have a significant negative impact when the localities fail to effectively educate residents.
Through the past 5 years, Hampton Roads’ graduation rate has steadily grown, reflecting
steady progress in the region’s school systems. Additionally, the percentage of individuals
regionally with at least a high school equivalence is even higher than the graduation rate, re-
flecting this region’s ability to recruit workers.

College education plays a strong role for the entire region’s growth prospects. The share of
college educated workers has been tightly related to income growth regionally, as demon-
strated in the July 2011 Hampton Roads Regional Competitiveness report released by the
HRPDC. Hampton Roads needs to continue to support the educational institutions located
in this region and work with them to ensure that each locality’s high school graduates are
ready to engage in the rigor of post-secondary education.

The final two figures in this chapter examine government financing, as the financial burden
of education has been spread among the federal, state, and local governments for many
years. That burden has shifted, as the state’s contribution for education funding has fallen
from 58% regionally in 2000, to 40% in 2015, while the local burden has increased from 34%
to 42% over that same time period. Real education funding per pupil has declined through-
out the state in response to the budget pressures placed on all levels of government as a re-
sult of the great recession.
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Figure 10.1 Graduation Rates in Hampton Roads and Virginia
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Figure 10.2 Enrolled Students in Hampton Roads
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Figure 10.3 Percent of Population Attaining
High School Equivalency or Greater

Why is it important?

An educated workforce has prov-
en to be an excellent path to eco-
nomic growth and allows for far
more flexibility in the regional
labor market.

How are we doing?

The Hampton Roads population
has always outperformed the U.S.
as a whole in terms of achieving
basic levels of education. A greater
share of the region’s population
has attained at least high school
equivalency than the U.S. as a re-
sult of the military and strong em-
ployment opportunities that bring
educated individuals to Hampton
Roads.
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Figure 10.4 High School Equivalence Attainment in Hampton
Roads and Reference Metro Areas

High School Equivalence and Greater, 2014
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Hampton Roads Benchmarking Study

Why is it important?
Measuring education attainment
in Hampton Roads as compared
to the region’s reference metro
areas gives an indication of its
performance. Where there are
concentrations of individuals with
low levels of educational attain-
ment, there is often urban decline
and lower home values.

How are we doing?

Hampton Roads ranks twelth
among metropolitan areas with
populations between 1 and 3 mil-
lion.
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Figure 10.5 College Attainment in Hampton Roads
and Reference Metro Areas
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How are we doing?

29.6% of the Hampton Roads
population has at least a college
degree, equal to the general U.S.
population. Hampton Roads
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Figure 10.6 Population with Professional and Advanced Degrees
in Hampton Roads and Reference Metro Areas

Graduate or Professional Degree Attainment, 2014 Why is it important?
25% Graduate degrees are often used
as a proxy for both productivity
and innovation, and indicate a
region’s capacity for high level
growth.

U.S. Average
11.4% How are we doing?

Hampton Roads ranks 16th
among its 35 reference metro area
in terms of population with a
graduate or professional degree,
and is just below the national av-
erage of 11.2% of the population
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Figure 10.7 Early Childhood Enroliment

Why is it important? Early Childhood Public Education
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been identified by several groups
as an area that has been tradition-
ally under-invested in by local and
state governments. Tracking pre-
kindergarten public enrollment
measures the focus placed on this
age group in the region.
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How are we doing?

The number of students enrolled
in public preschool expanded rap-
idly in 2007-2008 at both the
state and regional level, but since
has gradually declined in the re-
gion.
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Source: Virginia Department of Education, HRPDC

Figure 10.8 Number of Enrolled Students at Regional Colleges
and Universities

Why is it important?

The share of college educated in-
0ld Dominion University % dividuals in a region has been
shown to have a strong correlation
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development in the region. Strong
educational opportunities in the

Hampton Roads Higher Education Enrollment, 2015
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Figure 10.9 Percentage of Community College Credits Devoted
to Remedial Coursework
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Figure 10.10 Distribution of K-12 Education Financing in
Hampton Roads

Why is it important?

It is important to see the range of

funding sources that support the

region’s schools. In Virginia, the

local, state, and federal govern-

Federal ments all share the burden of
9%, funding education.
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Source of Hampton Roads School Funding

How are we doing?

42% of all education spending
comes from local sources, mark-
ing an increase from 2000 when
local financing constituted 34% of
education financing. During that
time period, state support has
shrunk considerably. In the rest
of the Commonwealth, the locali-
ties contribute an average of 52%
of education funding, and the
state’s share is only 33%.
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Figure 10.11 Inflation-Adjusted Per Pupil Expenditures in
Hampton Roads and Virginia

Why is it important? Per Pupil School Spending
(Inflation-Adjusted)

Figure 10.11 illustrates the cost of $14,000
education in the region per public

school pupil, as well as the relative $12,000
priorities of the region.
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