
Project Title: *  Art in the Park 

To be eligible for the grant, projects should be 
specifically tied to one or more of the 
following topics (Choose all that apply) *  

 Reuse or Upcycling Projects 

Amount Requested: *  $500 

Teacher / Leader's Name: *  Gabrielle Toni 

School or Organization Name & Complete 
Address: *  

Western Branch Middle School 
4201 Hawksley Drive 
Chesapeake, VA 23321 

Subject / Grade / Age Range: *  6-7-8 

Number of Children: *  25 

Goals & Objectives: *  Students will learn how to use old materials to up-cycle into a brand 
new/usable and functional wooden park bench. Students will refurbish or 
replace all boards, remove any rust and refinish the cast iron frame. Students 
re-assemble the park benches. Finally, students will paint creative and unique 
art work on the wooden parts of the benches. Each bench will reflect a 
different art genre. 

Project Timeline: *  Start Date: March 2017 
End Date: May 2017 
Submission Date: June 2017 

Project Budget: *  -Poplar Wood (1 x 3 x 8)- $10 a panel x 28=$280 
-Bolts/Hardware- $80 
-Wire Brushes- $40 
-Paint (outdoor)- $100 
 
Grand Total: $500 

Name: *  Gabrielle Toni  

Email: *  gabbytoni@gmail.com  

Phone Number: *  (757) 638-7920  

All information in this application is correct. I 
have reviewed the proposal with my school 
principal or organizational leader. As a 
condition of accepting the mini-grant money, I 
understand that I will be required to complete 
and submit the project summary form and 

 By checking the box and submitting this form, I certify the above. 

mailto:gabbytoni@gmail.com


pictures from the project upon completion of 
this project. I will submit my summary report 
within 14 days of completion. *  

You can stay updated on the latest news from 
askHRgreen.org  

 Sign me up to receive the askHRgreen.org e-newsletter. 

 



Park Bench Rehab/Upcycling Project 

Western Branch Middle School—Chesapeake, VA 23321 

Gabrielle Toni—Art Teacher/Paul Emler--Technology 

We will take 4 old park benches that were donated to us by the Chesapeake Arboretum and 
remove the old rotten wood.  Any hardware that can be salvaged, including the wrought iron 
insert, will be saved and used for an additional outdoor garden art project. 

          

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next:  we will use new wood to “re-build” the park benches.  We will use bolts and nails and 
special washers to ensure that the benches are sturdy and will last for many, many years to 
come.  We will take the metal sides that we have cleaned and re-painted and re-attach them to 
the fresh new wood slats. 

After removing all of the rotten wood, 

we will clean the iron bench sides with 

wire brushes to remove debris and rust 

build-up.  We will then spray paint the iron 

with a fresh coat of outdoor weather- 

resistant Rustoleum paint. 



     

Lastly, my group of wonderful Art Club students along with a couple of the Technology/Wood 
Shop students will help us to create original artistic designs on each of the 4 benches.  There 
will be approximately 22 Art students, 4 Technology students and 3 teacher helpers.  Ideas of 
what we hope to create are illustrated below. 

      

         



 

 

We plan on placing these beautiful and 
artistic benches out in front of our school 
flanking both sides of the walkway/entrance 
to our building.  We will use bolts and 
concrete to secure them down so that they 
are not stolen.   

 

We will be promoting the before and after 
pictures on the WBMS Website, the CPS 
Website, the WBMS Yearbook, and hopefully 
we can get published in the Clipper located in 
the Virginia Pilot.  We hope that the 
community will appreciate the art classes and 
technology classes coming together in an 
artistic collaboration to add beauty to our 
school through this unique upcycling project. 

 

Thank you so much for your consideration in helping us see this project to fruition.  Look 
forward to hearing from you soon! 

Sincerely, 

Gabrielle Toni, Art Teacher, Western Branch Middle School, 757-638-7920 
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