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        HAMPTON ROADS  
PLANNING DISTRICT COMMISSION  

ANNUAL MEETING  
 

October 19, 2017 
12:30 PM  

 
The Regional Building 

723 Woodlake Drive, Chesapeake 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Approval/Modification of Agenda 
 

3. Submitted Public Comments  
 
There were no submitted public comments since the last HRPDC meeting. Any 
new written public comments received after the preparation of this agenda will be 
distributed as a handout at the meeting. 
 

4. Public Comment Period 
 
Members of the public are invited to address the Hampton Roads Planning District 
Commission. Each speaker is limited to three minutes. 
 

5. Recognition of Staff – Robert Crum 
 
Fifteen Years 
Joe Turner 
 
Thirty Years 
Mike Long 
 

6. Election of Officers 
 

The HRPDC Bylaws provide that, at its Annual Meeting, the Hampton Roads 
Planning District Commission will elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and 
Treasurer. The Chair and Vice Chair must come from separate Subdivisions, be 
elected officials and may serve up to two (2) consecutive one (1) year terms in 
succession. Both the Chair and Vice-Chair are eligible for re-election. The offices of 
Secretary and Treasurer must be voted on an annual basis but need not be elected 
officials and may succeed themselves.   
 
During the July 20, 2017 Commission meeting, HRPDC Chair Dr. Ella Ward 
requested that the Nominating Committee develop a recommendation of officers 
for consideration at the Annual Meeting. A Nominating Committee representative 
will provide the recommendations for the officer positions for the upcoming year. 
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7. Executive Director’s Report (Attachment 7) 
 

8. Consent Agenda (Attachment 8) 
 

a. Meeting Minutes – September 21, 2017 Commission Meeting 
 
b. Transcribed Public Comments – September 21, 2017 Commission 

Meeting 
 
c. Treasurer’s Report of August 2017 

 
d. Stormwater Management Memorandum of Agreement 

 
The HRPDC Stormwater program was first established with a Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) in 2008. Every five years, the MOA is updated and 
renewed. The program provides technical assistance and policy analysis to 
localities. HRPDC also conducts a regional stormwater education program 
and conducts training for municipal employees and contractors to meet 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit requirements. The 
HRPDC Regional Environmental Committee recommends that the HRPDC 
authorize the Executive Director to sign the MOA and distribute it to the 
signatories for approval. 

 
e. Reauthorization of National Flood Insurance Program Comments 

 
Reauthorization of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is currently 
being considered by Congress. Several changes have been proposed. HRPDC’s 
Coastal Resiliency Committee identified several policy changes that would 
benefit the region. The committee requests that the HRPDC approve the 
attached letter for distribution to our region’s congressional delegation. 

 
f. askHRgreen Annual Campaign Results (Enclosure) 

 
In September 2017, HRPDC staff published the askHRgreen Annual Report 
for Fiscal Year 2016-17. This report is prepared annually by the HRPDC staff 
on behalf of the four regional environmental education programs to 
document cooperative regional activities undertaken to support local 
recycling and beautification efforts; sanitary sewer overflow prevention 
through fats, oils and grease abatement; water conservation and awareness; 
and stormwater pollution prevention. askHRgreen committee members 
include representatives from the 17 HRPDC localities and the Hampton 
Roads Sanitation District. Those localities with MS4 permits include this 
report in their annual reports to the Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ). Staff recommends that the HRPDC approve the askHRgreen 
Annual Report for distribution. 
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g. Hampton Roads Regional Technical Standards for Grease Control 

Devices Sizing (Enclosure) 
 

On September 6, the Directors of Utilities Committee approved revisions to 
the Hampton Roads Regional Technical Standards for the Sizing of Grease 
Control Devices. These technical standards are referenced by local fats, oils 
and grease (FOG) programs and ordinances and serve as a guide for proper 
sizing and installation of these devices at food service establishments. 
Updates to the standards reflect recent changes in the plumbing code since 
the standards were developed in 2009. 
 
In addition to providing technical guidance, the regional FOG program 
provides education and free certification through the www.hrfog.com 
website. The website was developed in 2012 to help localities inform and 
train individuals working in the food service industry on proper 
maintenance of grease control devices and the harmful effects of FOG on the 
region’s sanitary sewer systems. The regional FOG program is funded by the 
localities through the Regional Wastewater Program. Staff recommends that 
the HRPDC approve the technical standards for distribution. 

 
 

  
 
 

9. HRPDC Legislative Agenda – Robert Crum, Executive Director (Attachment 9) 
 

The HRPDC adopts a regional legislative agenda to convey to the General 
Assembly and Federal delegation issues of regional significance that should be 
addressed on behalf of the Hampton Roads region.  Over the past two years, the 
HRPDC staff has worked with the region’s legislative liaisons to increase the 
HRPDC’s visibility and participation during the General Assembly session.  
Examples of success resulting from the HRPDC’s advocacy/legislative efforts over 
the past two years have included the following: 
 
• Coordination of an effort among all urban crescent localities and school 

divisions resulting in an addition of over $ 800 million to the State’s biannual 
budget for K-12 public education purposes 

• Inclusion of $500,000 in the State budget to be used as a local match for Army 
Corps of Engineers 3x3x3 studies within Hampton Roads  

• Re-designation of the Hampton Roads region as an Urban Area Security 
Initiative (UASI) community and securing $1 million of UASI funding to 
support homeland security efforts in our region 

• Working with the Federal Emergency Management Agency to represent the 
region’s interests and influence national guidance related to permitting within 
flood hazard areas 

• Collaborating with the HRTPO and member jurisdictions to secure funding for 
Trains 2 and 3 to Norfolk and the completion of a report to identify funding 

Action Requested: The HRPDC should take action to approve the October 
19, 2017 Consent Agenda. 
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sources for the completion of a Tier II Environmental Impact Statement for 
improved passenger rail between Hampton Roads and Richmond. 

 
In preparing the draft Legislative Agenda for consideration by the HRPDC, staff has 
used the following guiding principles: 
 
• Develop a short and targeted list of regional legislative priorities 
• Include items of regional significance that benefit all jurisdictions. 

 
Enclosed for the Commission’s review is the draft 2018 HRPDC Legislative 
Agenda.  Mr. Crum will provide a presentation offering background information on 
these legislative priorities and request input from the Commission. 
 
 
 
 
 

10. Hampton Roads Regional Benchmarking Study – Greg Grootendorst 
 
The Hampton Roads Regional Benchmarking Study is an annual publication 
produced by the HRPDC Economics staff. In the Regional Cooperation Act, the 
Code of Virginia calls for Planning District Commissions (PDCs) to collect and 
maintain demographic, economic and other data concerning the region and 
member localities, and act as a State Data Center affiliate in cooperation with the 
Virginia Employment Commission (VEC). 
 
In keeping with this mandate, the HRPDC staff has completed the tenth annual 
Regional Benchmarking Study. This publication includes a locality profile for the 
17 jurisdictions as well as graphical illustrations for over 150 regional 
benchmarks covering the economy, demographics, real estate, transportation, 
education, government finances, and various quality of life indicators.  Each graph 
is accompanied by a brief explanation regarding the purpose of the benchmark 
and the current condition in Hampton Roads. Complete data tables for each of the 
data sets are available on the Commission’s website.  
 

11. Three Month Tentative Schedule  
 
November 2017 
Chesapeake Bay Program/TMDL Update 
Lessons Learned from Hurricane Harvey 
askHRgreen Website Launch 
 
December 2017 
No meeting Scheduled 
 

  

Action Requested:  The HRPDC should consider action approving the 2018 
HRPDC Legislative Agenda. 
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January 2018 
Regional Economic Development Sites Inventory 
Solid Waste Management Plan 
HRPDC By-Laws Amendment 
 

12. Advisory Committee Summaries (Attachment 12) 
 
Summaries of HRPDC Advisory Committee meetings that were held since the last 
HRPDC Meeting are attached for review.  
 

13. For Your Information (Attachment 13) 
 

The following items are attached for information purposes: 
 

• Letter from the City of Virginia Beach appointing Benjamin Davenport to 
the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission 

 
• Op-ed article entitled Imagine a Day Without Water written by HRPDC 

Staff members Katie Cullipher and Rebekah Eastep and published in the 
October 8, 2017 edition of the Virginian Pilot. Katie and Rebekah lead the 
askHRgreen.org public awareness and education programs for the HRPDC. 
The article may also be accessed at: 
https://pilotonline.com/opinion/columnist/guest/katie-cullipher-and-
rebekah-eastep-imagine-a-day-without-water/article_d0dbc2ef-c272-
55c0-a945-b3634428bea6.html  
 

14. Old/New Business 
 

15. Adjournment 
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