AGENDA NOTE - HRPDC QUARTERLY COMMISSION MEETING
ITEM #5:  REGIONAL CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT - FINAL REPORT
SUBJECT:

HRPDC Physical & Environmental Planning staff has completed the first year of research
and planning for the impacts of climate change on the Hampton Roads region and produced
a synoptic report.

BACKGROUND:

The report, entitled Climate Change: Impacts and Stakeholder Involvement, looks at the
science, general impacts, and localized effects of climate change as projected over the 21st
century. The Hampton Roads region will be significantly affected by climate change
through sea level rise, increases in precipitation, more intense storms, and higher
temperatures. The report describes impacts to various sectors, including the built and
natural environments, the economy, human health and society, and the water supply. The
general descriptions given of these impacts set up the next year’s more detailed
investigation of specific impact analyses for the region, as well as policy recommendations.
The report also includes a section analyzing some of the projected impacts on the region’s
natural environment, summarizing research and analysis by both HRPDC and a group led
by the Virginia Institute of Marine Science. The report also summarizes the meetings held
throughout the year focusing on gathering information and input from localities and other
stakeholders.

HRPDC's efforts to help the region plan for climate change continue into a second year that
will focus on specific policy recommendations and continued stakeholder involvement.
Specific projects for the upcoming year include an assessment of economic impacts from
climate change on the region, continued development of tools to project impacts from sea
level rise, policy recommendations for adapting the built and natural environments from
climate change impacts, and continued work on the regional framework for responding to
climate change. Regional stakeholders will be consulted throughout the process through a
stakeholder working group currently being put together. The HRPDC staff briefed the
Commission on the project at the December 2009 Executive Committee meeting.

Enclosure 5 - Climate Change in Hampton Roads
RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve the Climate Change report for distribution.
STAFF COMMENTARY:

The HRPDC Joint Environmental Committee has reviewed the report and recommended
approval by the Commission at its April 1, 2010 meeting.
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